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Giant Proliferating Trichilemmal Tumor of the Scalp
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Figure 1 — Posterior view of proliferative trichilemmal tumor of the
scalp

A 76-year-old female presented with a massive, exo-
phytic, multinodular and well-circumscribed lesion of the
scalp, with two years of evolution, measuring 28.3 x 25.4 x
22.9 cm.

The lesion was partially necrotic with both solid and
cystic areas (Fig. 1). A computed tomography scan did
not reveal distant dissemination, nor bone invasion of the
cranial vault (Fig. 2). She underwent extended excision of
the lesion with preservation of the periosteum and recon-
struction of the defect with a partial-thickness skin graft.
The histological examination revealed a benign proliferative
trichilemmal tumor (PTT) without atypia. To the best of our
knowledge this is one of the largest PTT ever reported. It
is a benign and rare adnexal neoplasm of follicular lineage
with probable origin in a trichilemmal cyst, more frequent in
elderly females and the most common location is the scalp.
This neoplasm has a high rate of recurrence and may rarely
become malignant.'™*

Figure 2 — CT scan without bone invasion of the cranial vault
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