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Unusual Presentation of Kaposi Sarcoma Mimicking Pyogenic Granuloma in an
Immunocompetent Patient
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Figure 1 — Violaceous, hyperkeratotic nodule on the fourth digit of the right hand

A 76-year-old Angolan man presented with a three-month history of a violaceous nodule on the fourth digit of the right-
hand, with occasional bleeding (Fig. 1). No other mucocutaneous lesions were noted. A clinical diagnosis of pyogenic
granuloma was suspected, and the lesion was partially removed by shaving. However, the histopathological examination,
supported by immunohistochemistry (CD34+, human herpesvirus-8+), revealed Kaposi sarcoma (KS). Human immuno-
deficiency virus (HIV) serology was negative and systemic involvement was excluded. Given that it was a solitary lesion,
complete excision of the lesion was subsequently performed.

This case represents an endemic variant of KS in an immunocompetent, HIV-negative African patient. Pyogenic granu-
loma-like KS is a rare presentation that may mimic benign vascular lesions, especially in unusual locations like the hand.'

Clinicians should consider KS in the differential diagnosis of solitary vascular lesions, even in immunocompetent indi-
viduals from endemic regions. Early histological assessment is essential to avoid diagnostic delay, especially when clinical
features are atypical.
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