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the lesions started disappearing spontaneously in less than 
one week (Fig. 2). The lesions worsened when she began 
using electronic cigarette again.
	 Lingua villosa nigra is a benign condition associated with 
some antibiotics, bad oral hygiene, age, smoking, alcohol 
and coffee drinking, cancer or HIV patients.1-4 Chromogenic 
pathogens (e.g., C. albicans) are sometimes implicated.1-3,5 
We did not found any previously relationship with electronic 
cigarette reported.
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	 A 66-year old female patient presented to her family 
physician an asymptomatic black discoloration of the 
tongue she noted that day (Fig. 1). There was no other 
sign associated. The case was presented to another family 
physician and the diagnosis of lingua villosa nigra1-5 was 
established. This patient was a hard smoker and coffee 
drinker, with hypertension and history of depression. She 
had stopped tobacco smoking and initiated electronic 
cigarette a few weeks before. After that, when she stopped 
using the electronic cigarette and started tobacco cigarette, 
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Figure 1 - Lingua villosa nigra

 

Figure 2 - Disappearance of lingua villosa nigra after electronic 
cigarette discontinuation
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