Table 1 Clinical characteristics of patients with lumbar syndrome

	Variable
	Median (range)

	Number of visits to general practitioner 
	4.38 (1-22)

	Number of visits to neurologist
	0.11 (0-2)

	Number of visits to physiatrist
	0.21 (0-4)

	Complete blood count
	0.14 (0-2)

	Spine X-ray
	0.01 (0-1)

	Spine MRI
	0.09 (0-2)


The value of these services translated into direct outpatient costs is presented in Table 2 (mean +- SD, median and range). 

