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Carta de Resposta aos Revisores do manuscrito
[bookmark: _GoBack]Os autores agradecem ao editor e ao revisor B pela valiosa revisão que em muito contribuiu para aumentar a qualidade do artigo.




# REVISOR B

All points raised were attended to except this:

“RevisorB – Comentário 1:
Some alternative methodologies should be used, at least as a robustness check. The Linear Probability Model, which is easy to implement, in some circumstances LPM beats logit and probit model in terms of forecasting. This should be addressed. In the limit, a combination of predictions - using (weighted) averages - obtained from these three models shall be tested.

Response:
Thank you very much for your comments and suggestions. In Health Sciences it is common to use Logistic Regression Models whenever we have binary outcomes. In fact, medical doctors are familiarized with these models and easily interpret the results. Additionally, we didn’t choose to use the Linear Probability Model because it can produce probability estimates above 1 or below 0, and assumptions like normal distribution of errors and homoscedasticity might be violated. Regarding Probit Model, results are usually similar to the Logit Model. In summary, you are completely right, we could have used one of these three statistical approaches to model our data. It was a matter of choice.”

RevisorB – Novo Comentário:

I still believe that the linear probability model should be considered as well, at least as a forecast benchmark.
It is true that the LPM can produce negative estimates or higher than one. However, the estimated probabilities can always be truncated, to zero or to one.
On the other hand, the non-normality of the error and the heteroskedasticity have no impact on the estimates. They only impact standard errors and inference, but in any case, robust inference can be made.
Hence, the LPM must be considered because:
1) if it predicts better than Logit then these predictions should be taken into account.
2) if it is worse than Logit, we have a benchmark.

However, if the authors claim on not considering this model, the article may already be accepted for publication.

Response:
Thank you very much for your comments and suggestions. Accordingly, we used LPM to fit the data and very similar results were obtained regarding both discriminative and predictive performances. As consequence of these results, we decided, for the reasons already presented in the previous revision, and because you do not object as well, to maintain the multivariable logistic regression approach. 

