Porto, 22nd of December of 2020 
Cover letter 

To the Editors of Acta Médica Portuguesa, 
The COVID-19 pandemic has changed our life’s and our clinical practice in unprecedent ways. The vaccine brings hope but there is still a long way to go until we can “breathe free”. For now, we are compelled to learn as much as possible about this disease so that we can provide the best care for our patients. Cardiovascular complications are being commonly reported and knowledge is growing fast. The abundance of publications makes it hard to keep track of the most important findings. 
We hereby submit this review article entitled: Cardiovascular complications of COVID-19 infection: a brief update. This review article was put to the consideration of Editors who authorized this proposal submission in 1/12/2020.
This review aims to summarize the most important findings of the studies published throughout this year on this topic. We start with risk factors and general pathophysiological and hemodynamic concepts and then focus on each specific cardiovascular complication reviewing incidence rates, pathophysiological mechanisms, and diagnostic and treatment considerations. 
We believe this review is timely and of clinical utility for the readers. We hope it will meet the standards of Acta Médica Portuguesa and are looking forward to having your appreciation on this work. 


Kind Regards, 
Maria Trêpa  

