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Dear Dr. Rui Tato Marinho,
Please find enclosed the manuscript: “Functional, sensorial, mobility and communication difficulties in the Portuguese oldest old (80+)” by D. Brandão, O. Ribeiro and C. Paúl to be considered for publication in the Acta Médica Portuguesa Journal as an original article. All co-authors have seen and agree with the contents of the manuscript and there is no financial interest to report. We certify that the submission is an original work and is not under review at any other journal.
The number of individuals reaching advanced ages is rising rapidly worldwide, and the 80+ age group is one of the segments with a fastest growing. In this manuscript, we analyze self-reported disability in sensorial, functional, cognitive and communication domains of the Portuguese oldest old, using data from the 2011 Portuguese National Census. Our study addresses an important topic and provides important descriptive information on this population, which is of particular relevance for international comparisons. In addition, the paper provides a crucial overview on self reported disabilities that are to be considered when establishing prevention programs, and implementing effective interventions to deal with adverse outcomes commonly associated with ageing. 
The Acta Médica Portuguesa Journal is a peer-reviewed journal that addresses a broad range of researchers with distinct backgrounds who are concerned with health and medical sciences. We consider that our manuscript fits the journal´s editorial scope and is of high relevance for knowing the ageing of the oldest old population and its idiosyncrasies.
We hope that the editorial board will agree on the interest of this study.

Sincerely yours,

Daniela Brandão on behalf of the authors.
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